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an eye for detail and an instinct
for fine wine have led to the rise of
cornwall’s most prized winemaker

words kevin gray-roberts photographs david griffen

ob Lindo has suffer ‘only’ a fractured spine.
a theory about Fortunately the accident only
the types of postponed his plans and by
people that 1985 Bob was engaged in the
make good rustic dream, living the life of
winemakers a Cornish sheep farmer on the
as a second steep slopes above the River
career. “Former Camel. Still young and with a
chemists and former pilots young family it soon became
seem to make a pretty good apparent that the return from
go of it; chemists because they farming was minimal, particularly
understand the importance considering the investment in

of cleanliness and how very
small amounts of substances
can cause big reactions, pilots
because they are obsessed
with routines and detail.”

Bob comes from the latter
group and is only here because
of that attention to detail and
instinct for remembering routines.
A few months before leaving
the RAF back in the early 1980s
he was working as a flying
instructor when he “had a bit
of a tangle”. The society for the
survivors of mid-air tangles is,
not surprisingly, a small one, but
Bob managed to eject safely and

pilot to palate

a discovery channel programme about us
referred to cornwall as the california of england

time, so Bob and Annie started
looking at other ways of making
the acreage pay. A number of the
farm’s characteristics suggested
vines, the key one being sunny
south facing slopes; all that was
needed was a deep breath and
the patience to wait for the first
vintage following planting in 1989.
Grapes were picked in 1991 but
the first real vintage was 1992
and when the wine produced that



