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ME of the real treats abour visiting 2

vineyard 1 the opportumndny (o stand ghass

irs hand among the vines and see the slope
af the land, the direction of the sun and realise jast
why a particular site can produce suth enpoyable
wine, You can see the soil; the drainage and the
rows of trained wines, and understand the work
that has gone inte each sip of wine, Just o few yeans
aga, you had vo teave] overseas to enjoy this kind of
capenience, but now with the Bnglish wine
inclusary Aourishing, vou only Bave w jump in the
car and head for your local vineyard.

English Wine Week starts on May 27, and
within the country-aide celcbration of English
wine, the people at winenes In our region are
organising a verrific of sctivigies, tours and
tastings with the sole aim ol sharing their vineyards
ard teeir wines with comnmumens.

The English Wine business hss  become
citnblished. Mo longer the preserve of retired
codonels ond eccentrics, itis o fully fedged farming
business thar asscsses the land, grope varictbes,
winemaking and markes, long before the fr
vines are planted. Vipeyards have grown o
conmic proporions and proper winemaking
cquipment bas been msmlled. The requlis ane
obiaus in the bodthes,

[ have judged the English and Welsh %Wine of the
Year Competition feom iime o wme and the
guabity of the Wines submited han improved
enormeusly over the vears, Mow these wines rank
quize happily with wines from arownd the world,

The sivle of English wine varies from producer
£ producer and rosm region b region, but they
have 3 ipical clean, delicate style, with flvours of
apples, pears, citrus and elderflower, with enough
flavour 1o balance the scidiny, Gmpe varietes for
rhc-niuu:_-jurnm:h:unul{‘hardwuu}'md

Mow English wines rank
quite happily with wines l
from around the world

Sauwvignon Blane which are found across the world
of'wine, but delscate varicties such as Sevval Blane,
Bacchuss, Reichensteiner and Schinburger, with
Madeleine Angevine and even Gewurtramiber
adding thelr characiess o the range. These grapesy
are capable of dpening in cur marginal climate,
alihowgh if global warmbhig continues, wiho knoas
wehat our vineyards will be able o geow? Reds can
ako  be growm, incloding the npe-lasting
Dornfelder snd even Merlot and  Cabemniet
Sauvignon, i the conditions are nght,

Druning English Wine Woek, hire afe some of the
BVEnis Yo can iry.

Vineyards to visit

Yenrlstone Vineynrd near Tiverton is open every

between [lam and Gpm, fres tetings this
week. Call 01884 B55T0k.
Down 5t Mary near Crediton @ open overy
weekday berween 10.30am and  Spm, Sm'l:dﬂ.ﬁl'
12, 30am o 4. ¥pm. Free msings available, Call
1363 82300,
Manstree Vineyard, Shillingford 5t George
fust ouside Exeter is open from Yam 1o 6pm. It
will be offering free testings and lannching a new
wine from the 2008 vintege. Call 017302 83331 E.
Eharpham 0f  Acar
Totnes is open every day between 10.30am and
5. 30pm, Call 01803 732203,
Crakford near Tiverion s open all
week. Call 01398 351456 for opening times,
Garden Cottnge Plant Centre and Vineyued 31
Coldridge from Wednesday in Sunday, Vineyand s
apen from 10am o Spm. Call 01363 £31375,
Camel Valley Vineyard near Bodmén, Coreemll,
s open Monday to Saturday from 10am oo
with & guided towr a1 2 MWpm, Monday o
only, 8t £4.50 o include 8 free glast of wine on the
sun perrace. Call 01208 77950,

Special events

Satwrday, May 17
Dowm St Mary wines will be available 1o e .
Hotel Barcelona, Magdden Street, Excver, @1
lunchitime and dinmer. Call 00363 823040 for more
information.

WINE

Christine Austin takes a look at how you can witness the growth of a flourishing industry
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@ READY AND WAITING: Bob Lindo of Camel Valley Vineyard prepares 1o welcome visitors in English Wine Week

Yeorlstone Vineyards in Bickleagh s the venue
for Music nnd Mexcs while sipping a ghass of two
on the Vinevard View terrace in the beanitiful Exe
Valley. A clessical guitarist will play while you
enpay meres and a glass of wine. Event starts a
6. 30pm, cost i £17.50, Call 01834 855700,
Sunday, May 18

River Cruise on thi Exe starting a1 the Topsham
Ciellars of Pebblebed Wines. Emjoy a tasting of all
Pebblebed wines then ke & bottle of your choloe
on the cruse for 3 special Wines Week
lunch at a riverside pub, Call 01593 BT5G08.
Diown 5t Mary Vineyard near Crediton offers
guided rowrs &t 1 lam and 2pm, price £3.50,
Higher Living Vincyard, lhn'usml.-ryuﬂm
vineyard Wun.l.rﬂ:rumbm-.pnuﬂﬁﬂ Call

013638 84221,

Ashwell Vineynrd near Bovey Tracey in open as s
the garden 0 the Magonal Garderss Scheme. Call
01626 8300031,

Monday, May 29

Manstree Vineyard, Shillingford St George
just ouiside Exeter, starts its new seli~guided
tours, Call 01392 832218 for details

Down 5 Mary Vineyard pear Crediton offers
m;ﬁmunu | Lasm and Jpey, L350, Call 01363
H .

Tuesday, May 10

Learm how to grow grapes @ Pracrical
Vinegroaing  demomstrabion &t Yearlone
Includes cme=hour lecture, lupch and a glass of
wine. Stars 11.30am, cost £12. To boak, eall
D18E4 B5ST0H,

Bob Lindo of Camel Valley Vineyards in Cormwall
will offer a casting at Rick Stein's debi in Padston at
mixlday.

‘Wednesday, May 31

Sharpham Vineyard the seccond largess in the
South West is holding an open day with a guided
pour ot 3.30pm. Alo avaslable is the ubimare
indulgence - Sharpham sparkbing wine and Devon
sirawherries, Call 018073 TI2300.

Camel Valley Vineyurdoffers a Grand Tour 1o
inchude 3 comprehensive tmsung of the range,
L6.50. Call 01208 77959,

Thursday, June |

Willhavae and Higheroft vineyards near
Axminser are open from 2-8pme Bath new
vineyards, they are offering free tasnngs of 2005
wines. Call 01297 553463

Yearlstono has 3 guided tour at 4pm,
cont 4. Call 01884 855700,

Camel Yalley Yineyards near Bodmin wall holcd

a Cornish wine, bread and anssan cheese evening,
o include a full tour of the \"i]'ll:':rll.‘d and winery
plus & comprehensive wine tasting with the
winemaker follpsed by 2 luxurous Cornsh
artsan bread and cheese supper introduced by

‘Trura cheesemonger Swephen Guan, Cost 15

per person, or £28 a couple. To book, call 01203
TS0,
Friday, june 1

Higher Living Vineynrd ot Down St Mary offens
wirievard ours 2nd cream teas from 2.30-4. Mpm,
price £3.540. Call 01363 84221,

Yearlstone has & guided wour at 4pm,
cost L, Call DIESE BS5T00.
Saturday June 1

Yearlstone Vineyards, Bickleigh offers another
mmnlnmh;ﬁlcmhlmhml
gutarist vl A WOl enjoy meeres and o 1
of wine, starting at 6.30pm and costing [17.50,
Call 01884 B35T0.

Higher Living at Do Sq Mary offers
vineyard tours and cream teas from 2.30-4. 30pm,
price 3,50, Call 01363 B4221.

Old ‘Walls Vineyards near Teigamouth is
halding i first ever vineyard toury and 1asting
fram 2pm. Call 01626 TTOETT.
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